
General Outline of the Rinchen Terdzo

This outline was created with reference to: the Rinchen Terdzo empowerment record translated by Peter Roberts, the  outline
in the back of The Autobiography of Jamgön Kongtrül  by Richard Barron, and the Tsurphu outline of the Rinchen Terzo (in
Tibetan). The numbers in brackets give an idea of the relative length of each section; they are not exact because numbers were
also assigned to about one hundred tris, and because empowerments can be divided up in different ways. This is a rough
draft, and may be updated later.  January 18th 2008

I. Biographies of Padmasambhava and the Tertons
II. Instructions for Performing the Rinchen Terdzo 
III. Development Stage, Mahayoga (Ground)   

Tantras (profound) [1-26]

Sadhanas (vast) [27-781]

Root Sadhanas
Sadhanas Combining the Three Roots [27-49]
Individual Specific Sadhanas

Guru (the root of blessings)
Outer (Supplication) [50-54]
Inner (Peaceful)

Dharmakaya [60-61]
Sambhogakaya [62-65]
Nirmanakaya

Main Practices [66-194]
Auxiliary Practices [195-206]

Secret (Wrathful) [207-250]

Yidam (the root of siddhis)
General sadhanas of peaceful and wrathful deities [251-274]
Specific practices of the Eight Logos 

Five Transcendent Deities
1. Manjushri (enlightened body)

Peaceful Manjushri [275-284]
Wrathful Manjushri (Yamantaka) [285-300]

     2. Padma Speech (enlightened speech)
Peaceful 

Amitayus [301-335]
Amitabha [336-341]
Mahakarunika (Avalokitashvara) [342-408]

Wrathful Hayagriva
Red Hayagriva [409-431]
Black Hayagriva [432-436]

  3. Samkyak (enlightened mind)
Peaceful Vajrasattva [437-438]
Wrathful Vajraheruka [439-450]
Vajrapani [451-462]

4. Amritaguna (enlightened qualities)
Main Practices (men drup) [461-478]
Branch Practices (rasayana or ‘chu-len’ practices) [479-482]



5. Vajrakilaya (enlightened activity) [483-496]
One Intermediate Deity

6. Mamo Botong
Main Practices [497-499]
Branch Practices, on Jñanadakini Simhamuka [500-513]

Two Worldly Deities
7. Jigten Chöto Worldly Offerings and Praises [514-516]
8. Möpa Drak-Ngak Wrathful Mantras [517-522]

Dakini (root of enlightened activity) [523-583] 

Protectors  
     Principal Wisdom and Karma Protectors [584-606]
     Various Teaching Guardians and Goddesses [607-623] 

 Related Bön Teachings [624-626] 

Auxilliary Sadhanas of Activity Rituals
General Rituals [624-635]
Rituals for Enacting Specifc Kinds of Activity

Supreme Activity [636-637]
Ordinary Activity

For Various Activities [638-640]
For Specific Individual Activities [641-781]

II. Completion Stage, Anuyoga (Path)  [782-790]

III. Atiyoga (Fruition)  

Practice Instructions
Mind Section [no empowerments] 
Space Section [no empowerments]
Oral Instruction Section

Ati 
Vimalamitra [793-807]
Padmakara [808-849]
Vairochana [850 and 851]
those three united into one view [852-858]

Chiti [859] [General key points of the profound tantras of the instruction section]
Yangti [860-885] [The teachings on the Very Secret, Uncommon Oral Linage]

Conclusion: the essence of the three virtuous yogas combined into one [886-893]

IV. Supplementary Volumes


